From: Armann, Steve

To: Joseph Gantos

Cc: Santos. Carmen

Subject: FW: Scan: Mr. Robert Cronin Lawrence Berkley Spill Plan
Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:48:00 AM
Attachments: Mr. Robert Cronin-Lawrence Berkley Spill Plan 12.13.16.pdf

Steven S. Armann, Manager

Corrective Action Office (LND-4-1)

USEPA Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Phone: 415-972-3352

Fax: 415-947-3533

Email: armann.steve@epa.gov

From: Harrington, Karolyn

Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2016 9:10 AM

To: Armann, Steve
Subject: Scan: Mr. Robert Cronin Lawrence Berkley Spill Plan
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Mr. Robert Cronin

Project Director

One Cyclotron Road, MS 75B-0101
Berkeley, CA 94720

Subject: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Spill Plan, Relocated Water Treatment System
and EPA May 2016 Risk-Based Cleanup Approval for Polychlorinated Biphenyls

Dear Mr Cronin:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 9 (EPA) has reviewed the Spill Prevention and
Response Plan, Old Town Demolition Project Phase I, Revision 1 dated November 29, 2016 (November
2016 Spill Plan)' submitted by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL). This Plan is for the
water treatment system (WTS) in its new location east of Building 5. The WTS was originally located at
LBNL’s waste accumulation area. EPA is approving, with the conditions included below, the use of
tanks at the new WTS location to store water accumulated in demolition and remedial excavations that
contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). LBNL can also store in the tanks liquid wastes (water/hexane
mixture) from the decontamination of equipment and tools previously in contact with PCBs.

This approval is Amendment 2 to EPA’s May 10, 2016 PCB cleanup approval (Original May 2016
Approval) under 40 CFR 761.61(c). Amendment 1 to the Original Approval is dated May 24, 2016.
Condition V.B.2 of the Original May 2016 Approval required LBNL to submit a spill plan for the WTS
when it was initially located at the waste accumulation area. The spill plan was to ensure that no
unreasonable risk of injury to human health or the environment would occur during the use of the tanks
at that location. LBNL submitted its May 24, 2016 Spill Plan to satisfy that Condition.

LBNL’s October 25, 2016 letter requested that EPA amend its Original May 2016 Approval to add the
relocation of the WTS. The November 2016 Spill Plan, which supersedes the former Spill Plan due to
the relocation of the WTS, serves the same purpose as that previous Spill Plan. LBNL may continue the
use of tanks at the new WTS location to store liquids that contain PCBs before their treatment in that
system subject to implementation of the November 2016 Spill Plan and the conditions included below.
The tanks are located within the WTS and are influent storage tanks. In addition, the November 2016
Spill Plan supersedes the former spill plan due to LBNL’s relocation of the WTS.

1 EPA reviewed the November 2016 Spill Plan together with LBNL’s letters dated October 25, 2016, November 4, 2016 (emailed to EPA
on November 7, 2016), and November 29, 2016. EPA and LBNL had been working on issues related to the relocation of the WTS since
early October 2016. EPA’s email dated October 28, 2016 provided comments on LBNL’s October 25, 2016 letter and asked the date by
when the spill plan would be submitted. EPA’s November 21 and 22, 2016 emails provided comments and responded to LBNL’s
November 4, 2016 letter and reiterated the spill plan be submitted to EPA for review.





Conditions for Continued use of Influent Storage Tanks at New WTS Location

1.

Continued use of the influent storage tanks must not result in unreasonable risk of injury to
health or the environment. In the event that EPA cannot sustain the no unreasonable risk
determination that it made in the Original May 2016 Approval, EPA will modify or revoke the
Approval. L

Liquids to be stored in the influent (storage) tanks are those described in EPA’s Original May
2016 Approval and include water that has accumulated in excavations related to the PCB
remediation at the site and water/hexane mixture from decontamination of equipment and tools
that were used at the site during PCB sampling and remediation activities. The water from the
excavations include storm water runoff and ground water that may have entered the excavations.

. The containment berms associated with each influent storage tank holding water that contains

PCBs must be empty at all times to ensure the maximum calculated containment capacity is
maintained in case of a spill or tank release due to a loss in tank structural integrity (e.g.,
damaged seams, rupture) or malfunction of gauges reading tank volume.

Pumps and empty containers of adequate capacity must be available and maintained at all times
at the WTS site and be readily accessible in case of a release from any of the influent storage
tanks. This is to ensure that liquids accumulated in the containment berm are pumped and safely
stored in containers before they overflow and impact other areas of the site.

The November 2016 Spill Plan states that “[v]ehicular travel around the treatment system area is
restricted to minimize a vehicular collision that may impact the system.” A fence should be
installed to isolate and protect the influent storage tanks from vehicular traffic and potential
impacts to the structural integrity of the tanks.

LBNL should take actions, as feasible, to reduce the volume of storm water that may accumulate
in the excavation by covering the excavations until they are backfilled.

EPA established the above conditions for the storage of liquids that contain PCBs at the new WTS
location to sustain the no unreasonable risk determination that it made in Section IV.A of the Original
May 2016 Approval. LBNL must comply with those conditions and the Original May 2016 Approval.

Thank you for submitting the November 2016 Spill Plan. Please call Carmen Santos, Region 9 PCB
Coordinator, if you have any questions concerning this approval amendment.

Cc:

Sincerely,

Jeff Scott, Director
Mand Division

Joe Gantos, LBNL
Kevin Bazzel, DOE
Keith Takata, LBNL






